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GODS CHALLENGE TO 
HIS CHURCH 

Again the world stands at the cross-roads of history. A few brief 
years will fix the course of centuries. 

Great crises will come again, but they will spring from the crisis of 
our day. New institutions, new nations will be developed but 
we shall determine whether they shall be Christian. 

Never again can China arouse itself from the quiet of centuries into a 
republic. 

Never again can Africa be so free from Mohammedanism and 
European greed. 

Never again can the vast social movements which are remaking our 
homes, our industry, our very ideals be so easily Christianized. 

Never again can the Gospel help organize a new civilization among 
the hundreds of millions who never heard of Jesus. 

Never again can we be in a position to fix the future of those who are 
to come after us. 

Christianity must dominate the new forces, the new conditions, the 
new nations, the new institutions, the new ideals now or lose the 
greatest opportunity the church has ever faced. 

We blame the church of the past — of Judaea, of the Roman Empire, 
of the Crusades, of the Reformation, of the American colonies — 
because it did not know the day of its visitation and let so many 
opportunities slip from its grasp. 

Will the future say the same of us? 

No generation ever faced such possibilities of future weal or woe as 
does ours as it sees nations being reborn, civilizations looking to 
the church for guidance, and yet sees the forces of evil, of Pagan- 
ism, of Mohammedanism growing more aggressive. 

The church of Jesus Christ must grow militant or it will grow feeble. 

Christians must sacrifice for their Master or see their Master put to 
an open shame. 

The opportunity is marvelous and appalling. 

It is God's challenge to his church. 



